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——Murin-an Explained in English

On every second and fourth Wednesday, we have free explanations of the
garden in English. Start times are 11:30 and 12:30, and explanations take
about ten minutes. No reservations required.

There are some days when we are not able to offer English explanations, so please
inquire with the Murin-an Management Office if you are interested.
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~Training Fostering Fellows
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Murin-an continues to strive for garden activation
that contributes to cultural property preservation.

Since 2016, Murin-an has offered garden activation programs that contribute to cultural
property preservation. These programs aim to communicate in easily understandable ways
the value that only Murin-an has, so that people will visit again and again to enjoy Murin-an
even more deeply.

But we also want to share Murin-an’s daily activities with those unable to visit frequently.
Hence, we here present Murin-an’s efforts to nurture gardens and garden culture.
Murin-an will continue nurturing its garden while also offering a wide-range of
experience-based events and its volunteer program (“Fostering Fellows”) incorporating
suggestions and participation from the public. Please come and enjoy Murin-an again and
again. And if you are unable to visit soon, we hope you will keep up with Murin-an even from
afar.

Murin-an Designated Manager, Ueyakato Landscape, Co. Ltd.
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Training Fostering Fellows: June 18, 2023
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Murin-an's Fostering Fellows
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Murin-an has a volunteer program called “Fostering Fellows!
We created this program in the hopes of broadly
communicating the value of Japanese gardens and operating
Murin-an with the best balance of garden preservation and
activation. Fostering Fellows are more than just volunteers;
they are what we call proposal-based volunteers. In addition
to receiving work from the Murin-an Management Office,
they make suggestions and requests about what work they
want to do or what ought to be improved. In terms of daily
routine, each fellow joins a team of their choice (Guide Team,
Event Team, or Operations Team) and helps out with our
guided tours, event support, or café operations. To prepare
them for volunteer work, we not only provide basic training
after they register, but also conduct ongoing training
sessions once a month. At the training session for June 2023,
the lecturer was Michael Shapiro, who is responsible for
communicating information about Murin-an in English.
When you visit Murin-an, be sure to lookout for the volunteer

fellows cooperating in our operations.

—— EVENT REPORT
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Gardeners and Garden Studies 2023:
“The Garden in Summer”

Caring for the stream and waterfall
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Garden Studies at Murin-an

At Murin-an, we hold seminars where people learn about
managing gardens together with the gardeners responsible for
the garden’s daily management. On June 10, 2023, we held our
second session of the year. The day’s theme was garden care ia
summer. We cleaned the stream, which evokes Murin-an’s
natural landscape, and the three-stage waterfall expressing
deep mountain scenery.

First we cleaned up dead leaves from the grass mounds of
Japanese sweetflag lying just downstream from the waterfall
and then we removed the algae proliferating inside the stream.
For the grass mounds, the gardeners advised, “To evoke the
atmosphere of nature deep
within the mountains, don't remove too many yellow leaves.
Don’'t make things too clean.”

Our participants seemed to sense how hard it is to provide

Murin-an with care that results in scenery just like that of nature.



