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——Murin-an Explained in English

On every second and fourth Wednesday, we have free explanations of
the garden in English. Start times are 11:30 and 12:30, and explanations
take about ten minutes. No reservations required.

There are some days when we are not able to offer English explanations, so please
inquire with the Murin-an Management Office if you are interested.
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Murin-an continues to strive for garden activation
that contributes to cultural property preservation.

Since 2016, Murin-an has offered garden activation programs that contribute to cultural
property preservation. These programs aim to communicate in easily understandable ways
the value that only Murin-an has, so that people will visit again and again to enjoy Murin-an
even more deeply.

But we also want to share Murin-an’s daily activities with those unable to visit frequently.
Hence, we here present Murin-an’s efforts to nurture gardens and garden culture.
Murin-an will continue nurturing its garden while also offering a wide-range of
experience-based events and its volunteer program (“Fostering Fellows”) incorporating
suggestions and participation from the public. Please come and enjoy Murin-an again and
again. And if you are unable to visit soon, we hope you will keep up with Murin-an even from
afar.

Murin-an Designated Manager, Ueyakato Landscape, Co. Ltd.
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Japanese Garden Training Program
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On April 22, Murin-an’s designated management
company Ueyakato Landscape began a hands-on
Japanese garden training seminar for foreign
participants. The second day of this 5-day training
program was spent at Murin-an. Based on the first
day’s lecture explaining how Japanese gardens
incorporate the space of their surrounding
environment and the importance of garden
management, participants helped order Murin-an’s
plants and removed candle buds from its pine
trees.

Considering the deliberate instructions of
Murin-an’s original owner Yamagata Aritomo to
plant ferns around its waterfall, seminar
participants thought about how many ferns should
be left in place to evoke a waterfall’s natural look.
This taught them one of the basic concepts of
Japanese gardening; musakui no sakui. This key
insight can be translated into English as “the art of
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artlessness,” “contriving the uncontrived,” or the
“intention of non-intention,” but it signifies the
intention in garden management to display
scenery as naturally as possible, as if no work had
been done at all. By basing themselves upon
Murin-an  Garden’s intrinsic  value, these
participants were able to put this lesson into

practice.
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Murin-an Conference Day
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It happened around 120 years ago on April 21. On the
second floor of Murin-an’s western-style building, three of
Japan’s foremost politicians joined Yamagata Aritomo to
discuss what to do about Russia’s southward advance into
Asia. This was the Murin-an Conference.

On the western-style building’s first floor, event participants
heard a talk from Murin-an’s head curator explaining the
western-style building and the Murin-an Conference.
Thereafter, they headed upstairs to the second floor.
Window shutters usually kept shut for preservation
purposes were opened, allowing the gold foil wall painting
to shine brightly under the sunlight. Entering areas typically
closed to the public, participants let out amazed
exclamations as they gazed at the wall painting up close.
Repair work for this gold foil wall painting started in June
2024.That means we may not be able to hold this event next
year. This year’s participants thus got to enjoy an invaluable

opportunity.
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