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——Murin-an Explained in English

On every second and fourth Wednesday, we have free explanations of the
garden in English. Start times are 11:30 and 12:30, and explanations take
about ten minutes. No reservations required.

There are some days when we are not able to offer English explanations, so please
inquire with the Murin-an Management Office if you are interested.
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Murin-an continues to strive for garden activation
that contributes to cultural property preservation.

Since 2016, Murin-an has offered garden activation programs that contribute to cultural
property preservation. These programs aim to communicate in easily understandable ways
the value that only Murin-an has, so that people will visit again and again to enjoy Murin-an
even more deeply.

But we also want to share Murin-an’s daily activities with those unable to visit frequently.
Hence, we here present Murin-an’s efforts to nurture gardens and garden culture.
Murin-an will continue nurturing its garden while also offering a wide-range of
experience-based events and its volunteer program (“Fostering Fellows”) incorporating
suggestions and participation from the public. Please come and enjoy Murin-an again and
again. And if you are unable to visit soon, we hope you will keep up with Murin-an even from
afar.

Murin-an Designated Manager, Ueyakato Landscape, Co. Ltd.
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The 18th International Landscape Architectural
Symposium of Japan, China, and Korea visited
Murin-an for an observational tour.
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On the afternoon of November 10 (Fri.), 26 visitors came to
Murin-an for the 18th International Landscape Architectural
Symposium of Japan, China, and Korea. This biannual
conference gathers together landscaping experts from
Japan, China, and Korea and is held in each country on a
rotating basis.

For the observational tour at Murin-an, our head gardener
demonstrated the technique of pine needling as an example
of the management methods used for Japanese gardens.
“Pine needling” (hamushiri) is work performed between
autumn and winter to refresh the garden’s pine trees by
plucking away their dead needles.

We received many questions from participants on topics such
as how much time this work takes and whether it has
changed with the times. These observations and questions
from experts from different countries renewed our awareness
of the uniqueness of Japanese gardens in the East Asian

cultural sphere.
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Tsubaki-ki: An Event for Remembering

the Anniversary of Yamagata Aritomo's Death
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February 1 is the anniversary of the death of Yamagata

Aritomo, Murin-an’s original owner. For this anniversary,
Murin-an holds an annual event, which we call Tsubaki-ki
(“Camellia Mourning”) after Yamagata's love of camellia
flowers (tsubaki).

First, Murin-an ‘s curator explained a hanging scroll penned
by Yamagata, which was displayed in Murin-an’s tokonoma
alcove alongside a camellia flower arrangement. Then there
was an Orin (Buddhist bell) performance by Orin performer
Etsuko Muraki. Muraki’s ethereal performance brought out
to the fullest degree the unique quality of Sahari Orin bells
painstakingly created by Nanjo Kobo Foundry.

Next, guests enjoyed experiencing orin bells for themselves,
holding the little bells in their hands and playing them in
chorus. Afterwards, we moved to the main house’s 8-tatami
mat room, where Yamagata once gazed at his garden from.
While tasting camellia sweets and cherishing the winter

garden, our participants contemplated Yamagata Aritomo.





