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——Murin-an Explained in English

On every second and fourth Wednesday, we have free explanations of the
garden in English. Starttimes are 15:30 and 16:30, and explanations take about
ten minutes. No reservations required.

There are some days when we are not able to offer English explanations, so
please inquire with the Murin-an Management Office if you are interested.
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So, What is a Japahese Garden Anyway?”
Two Viewpoints That Answer this Question.
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Murin-an continues to strive for garden activation
that contributes to cultural property preservation.

Since 2016, Murin-an has offered garden activation programs that contribute to cultural
property preservation. These programs aim to communicate in easily understandable
ways the value that only Murin-an has, so that people will visit again and again to enjoy
Murin-an even more deeply.

But we also want to share Murin-an’s daily activities with those unable to visit frequently.
Hence, we here present Murin-an’s efforts to nurture gardens and garden culture.
Murin-an will continue nurturing its garden while also offering a wide-range of
experience-based events and its volunteer program (“Fostering Fellows”) incorporating
suggestions and participation from the public. Please come and enjoy Murin-an again and
again. And if you are unable to visit soon, we hope you will keep up with Murin-an even

from afar.

Murin-an Designated Manager, Ueyakato Landscape, Co. Ltd.
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A fully reserved space where you can savor Kyoto’s autumn leaves!
This fully reserved private café looks outat the Higashiyama mountains of autumn
from the second-floor space of a Japanese garden masterpiece!

November 2 (Sun.) -December 2 (Tues.): Held irregularly
Cost: 4,000 yen/person (incl. entry & café service), priority given to reservations, 6 people/50 min.

A full view of the Higashiyama mountains and a Japanese garden masterpiece seen from its second-floor space normally closed to the
public! Make this garden, which gardeners pour their heart and soul into caring for, your own. Spend some time in a private space
limited to one group per time slot. This is a special time that lets you savor the quiet of the Kyoto autumn as well as our popular café
menu. This popular event sells out early each year. Make your reservations early!
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So, What is a Japanese Garden Anyway? Two Viewpoints That Answer this Question.
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Whether it be dry landscapes, stepping stones, or stone lanterns, there
are certain fixed images that Japanese gardens are often associated with.
In fact, however, Japanese gardens have always incorporated dynamic
elements of nature such as mountains, rivers, oceans, and the movements
of the sun. Kyoto is a garden city where over a thousand years of garden
history can be enjoyed. Each of its gardens is expressed through two
filters: their location and landscape, and the historical period in which
they were created. That’s what makes each of them so different. In other
words, once you know the structure of a garden’s landscape and the
thought of the period in which it was created, you can deeply analyze its
meaning. (Another important element is the garden owner’s personal
taste, but we’ll leave that aside here for reasons of space.)

Murin-an’s garden mostly took on its present form in 1896. By that time,
Japan’s premodern shogunate had ended long ago and the craze for
westernization had begun to subside. Politically, it was the age after
Japan won the Sino-Japanese War, when it searched for a constitutional
form of government while also pursuing wealth and strength as well as
closer relations with the Western powers. In literature, authors such as
Tayama Katai and Shimazaki Toson began to create a naturalist literary
style. Gas and electricity brought mobility and light to people’s lives, and
brick buildings began to be seen in cities. In the world of gardens, a
modern Japanese garden style was born that reconstructed disappearing
scenery such as village mountains and streams. Yes, this was the birth of
Murin-an.

Among Murin-an’s landscape elements, most indispensable of all is the
Higashiyama mountains. To create a home that looks out upon the
mountains ranging from Mt. Hiei in the north to Mt. Inari in the south; do
we not feel this same desire today? The sun rises from the Higashiyama
Mountains and sets in the west, letting us savor light reflecting on the
pond’s surface in the morning, sunset rays reddening autumn leaves and
pines in the afternoon,and, in the autumn, the harvest moon rising above
the mountain ridges. Just as important as the mountains is the water
stream. Murin-an’ s original owner, Yamagata Aritomo, used an iron pipe
to incorporate water directly from the Lake Biwa Canal. He created a
waterfall stream by faithfully following the natural slope heading west
from the mountainous east, and enjoyed the sound of water even while
seated inside his villa's house.

These two viewpoints of the garden’s natural landscape elements and its
historical period can be used when viewing any Japanese garden. Please
try them out for yourself!

Another garden element that is unique to our contemporary period is
biodiversity. In this age, when climate crises threaten ways of life and
health all over the world, what do you think the Japanese garden of the

future ought to express? And what sort of space should it be?
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