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——Murin-an Explained in English e

On every second and fourth Wednesday, we have free explanations of the
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garden in English. Starttimes are 15:30 and 16:30, and explanations take about
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ten minutes. No reservations required.
There are some days when we are not able to offer English explanations, so
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Fresh Green Kyoto
A Private Reserved Cafe Overlooking a Japanese Garden
Masterpiece from the Second Floor

April 6 (Sun.)-June 29 (Sun.):
Held irregularly mainly on weekends and during the Golden Week holiday

Cost: 3,500 yen/person (includes entry fee),

advance reservations given priority(maximum 6 people/50 minute allotment)
From the second floor of Murin-an’s main house, which is usually closed to the public,
enjoy a relaxing time while overlooking a garden that gardeners put their heart and
soul into. This popular event sells out regularly. Make your website reservation early!
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How Do You Take Care of Murin-an?
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As one of Japan's nationally designated cultural properties,
Murin-an is mainly preserved according to two methods. One is
the daily garden management Murin-an receives from its
gardeners. The other is the repair and restoration efforts that
are made as needed. Daily garden management consists of
cleaning the garden for one hour each day and twice-weekly
work that is performed all day by two gardeners to prune the
garden and otherwise craft its scenery. Repair and restoration
work includes a wide range of items, from fixing stone
arrangements crumbling inside the garden’s stream or waterfall
and stopping water leakage to cutting down a tree that had
been a symbolic presence in the garden, or even building repair.
The important thing is to think of Murin-an in terms of its
“original form.” Simply put, this means that when restoring a
cultural property, we need a common understanding of what
state we are restoring it to. You might think a cultural
property’s original state is the time of its creation. Actually,
however, it is the time that it was first designated a cultural
property. This is because, whereas fewer objective records exist
of a cultural property’s condition when it was created, we have
a complete set of measurements and photographs taken when
it was designated a cultural property that later generations can
refer to.

This way of thinking about Murin-an’s original state also applies
to its daily management. However, Murin-an’s surrounding
environment and climate conditions differ today from what they
were when it was designated a national Place of Scenic Beauty
in 1951. Would completely restoring its condition at that time
allow its value as a cultural property to be preserved and
appreciated by the public? This is a question that requires
serious consideration by Murin-an’s researchers and owners.
Based on their discussions, the form of the garden that we all
enjoy today becomes a reality.

Think about this invisible process when you visit Murin-an. It

will be sure to deepen your appreciation of its garden.
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